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The quote from Psalm 36:9b ―in your light we see light‖ is a reminder 
of how beyond our basic needs and perceptions is the holy presence 
of God.  There is the light that allows us to see with our eyes.  There 
is also the light of God that allows us to see Jesus. 
 
On Transfiguration Sunday, February 14, we remember how the 
disciples saw Jesus in a new way.  We will also share an opportunity 
for worship in a new way.  At their meeting in January, the Church 
Council approved a proposal to add the words to our liturgy and 
songs to the hymns projected onto a screen that will be appropriately 
positioned in our worship area in the Parish Hall.  The project will 
incur no additional expense or major change.  The routine will be 
what we are accustomed to – bulletins and hymnals will be distributed 
as usual.   The equipment has been donated from outside groups.  
An annual subscription for copyright matters from One License will 
cost $160. 
 
I am very supportive of this initiative.  This will be a ―value added‖ part 
of our worship experience.  For St. John’s members who for physical 
reasons cannot hold or see a hymnal comfortably worship will be 
easier to participate in.  For visitors who find it difficult to navigate 
through the hymnal, the liturgy will be instantly available. 
 
As we see prepare for Lent, the light of Jesus shows the way. 
 
Peace, Pastor John Klatt 
 
P.S.  The Worship and Music Committee has been aware of the 
difficulty of Sunday morning worship when the light shines too brightly 
through the windows by the altar at this time of the year.  Efforts are 
in progress to address this problem.  

pastor John’s Jots 

Transfiguration – In Your Light We See 
Light 

Digital Projection at Worship 
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KID’S CHURCH 
 

What is it?  Here is a chance for parents to listen to 
Pastor’s sermon without worrying if your children are 
disturbing your fellow members.  We all know that some 
young children find it hard to sit still for an hour.  Jesus 
said, ―Let the children come to me, and do not hinder 
them; for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.‖  
Matthew 19:14  RSV 
 
Kid’s Church follows the Children’s Sermon.  A group of 
volunteers in the congregation, under the direction of 
Ursula VanGorder, take the children to a Sunday School 
room after the Children’s Sermon where they hear 
scripture readings written just for them and enjoy working 
on an appropriate project.  They return to church during 
the Sermon hymn. 
 
This also gives your children a chance to get to know 
other children in the congregation who are not in their 
Sunday Church School classes.  Kid’s Church is just 
another way of meeting the needs of our people during 
worship. 
 
Many thanks to all who volunteered to staff this program 
on a rotating basis.  If you would like to help out, please 
contact Ursula VanGorder or Nancy Kessler. 
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Fundraising for our new Church 
 
We are currently collecting bottle return receipts. Please 
place them in the box in the narthex. 
 
Future Fundraising Events 

 
February-October 

―Memories to Cherish, Dreams to Share‖ Cookbook—gather 
recipes from the congregation 
 
February 

2/17—dine out at Applebee's, see voucher on page 23 of the 
Crossbeam 
Niagara candy bar sale-will continue all year 
 
March 
3/12—BWs Fish Fry, take out only, see flier in Crossbeam 
 
May 

Delta Sonic ticket sale 
 
June 

6/11 & 6/12—garage sale, hot dog roast 
 
July 

7/21—Roast Beef dinner with the Town Band 
 
October 

10/23—Oktoberfest with the Ostlanders 
―Books for Building‖ book sale 
 
December 

12/7—Strike the Rock Christmas Concert at First 
Presbyterian 
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Crop Walk Report 
 

Each year, members of St. John’s participate in the 
CROP Walk here in West Seneca.  The proceeds 
benefit both Church World Service for disaster relief 
such as what is now being offered in Haiti after the 
earthquake there and local food pantries.  In 2009 the 
event was held on October 18.  Among the 44 
registered walkers, 14 of them were from St. John’s.  Of 
the total amount raised from the Walk, which was 
$3,938.00, St. John’s contributed $901. 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
 
The Youth Group will again be participating in the 
nationwide Souper Bowl of Caring on February 7, 2010.  
After church services on Saturday, February 6th and 
Sunday, February 7th members of the Youth Group will be 
holding their soup cans and collecting cash and non-
perishable food donations for the West Seneca Food 
Pantry.   
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Crossbeam Deadline 
 

Articles for the March issue of the Crossbeam are due 

by February 14th
. Please e-mail your articles to Sue 

Koeppel (skoeppel@roadrunner.com) or leave them in the 
Crossbeam mailbox outside of the church office. 
Electronic articles are preferred, if at all possible. 

ST. JOHN’S WEB STORE 
 

Our web store continues to offer great deals on almost any product 
you can imagine. Special deals are offered each month where you 
can save even more.  

Our first 2010 Deals Event will run through January 24, 2010, while 

supplies last. This event will feature DVDs and Blu-ray discs with 

savings of up to 50% off, including:  

- Over 200 Fitness DVDs including yoga, pregnancy, and dance 

workouts, and featuring celebrity trainers such as Jillian Michaels 

and Denise Austin  

- Hundreds of hit movies including some the biggest new releases 

from Q4, 2009  

- Over 400 indie and art house films including Oscar® winners 

Juno, Milk, and Lost in Translation  

-Over 450 TV shows including HBO favorites, NBC comedy, and 

more  

Sales (and commissions) in our store exploded in November and 

December. Total sales for the two months were $4,369.37. Our 

commission earnings for those two months were a combined 

$270.16. We now have earned a total of $355.68 on total sales of 

$5,836.47. Let’s keep the momentum of our November and 

December sales going.  Remember, each order placed through our 

web store results in a commission of 4-15% to our St. John’s New 

Building fund.  

 

Submitted by Jon Grauer 
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Lent 

 
The season invites renewal and affirmation in the faith.  
Please take the opportunity to worship and participate in 
services both at St. John’s and in the traditional Lenten 
Journey series sponsored by the West Seneca 
Community of Churches. 
 
Ash Wednesday – St. John’s 
11:00 a.m.  This mid-day service of Holy Communion 
and ashes for those who desire this outward sign of 
repentance will be followed by an optional potluck meal.  
Members of the 11:00 a.m. Bible study group will 
sponsor the meal. 
7:30 p.m.  This traditional service of Holy Communion 

for Ash Wednesday will include special music provided 
by the members of the adult choir, directed by Cindy 
Godus. 
 
Lenten Journey 
The West Seneca Community of churches sponsors a 
shared reflection on the theme of  ―Makeover of the 
Heart.‖  Each 7:30 p.m. Wednesday evening worship 
service will invite spiritual renewal. 
 
Date  Place    Theme 
2/24/10 New Hope United  
  Methodist Church  Forgiveness 
3/3/10  t.b.a.    Compassion 
3/10/10 t.b.a.    Hope 
3/17/10 t.b.a.    Acceptance 
3/24/10 t.b.a.    Love  



February 2010 Crossbeam                           Page  7 

 
 
 
 
 

{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ /ƭǳō  
 

St. WƻƘƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ Ŏƭǳō ƛǎ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΗ 
  

 DATE: Generally the fourth Tuesday of the month  
  with variation for the summer and holiday time 
 TIME: 7:00 p.m. 
 PLACE: {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ wƻƻƳ 
 PLAN:  A book will be selected to be read by members.  
  The monthly discussions will be led by a  
  volunteer.  
 

The club will be discussing books that are currently popular, 
non-fiction and fiction.  This is designed as an opportunity to 
read literature that will be meaningful and educational for all 
involved.  For more details, contact Bonnie Klatt or Nancy 
Kessler.  A list of the selected books for each month will be 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻǎǎōŜŀƳ ƻǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜΦ  
 

Men and women of all ages are welcome. 
Come join us! 
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THE LUTHERAN 
 

 ―The Lutheran‖ magazine is a very effective way to 
learn more about our church around the world.  As such, St. 
John’s is again extending an invitation for members to 
subscribe to ―The Lutheran‖ magazine as part of a 
congregational subscription.  The cost savings per individual 
is $10.00.  (Congregational subscription is $7.95; individual 
subscription is $17.95.)   
 If you are currently receiving ―The Lutheran‖ and 
would like to change to the congregational subscription at the 
discount rate, please complete the form below and submit a 
check for $7.95 to St. John’s Lutheran Church with ―The 
Lutheran ―written on the memo line.  To continue receiving 
this periodical without interruption, please submit your check 
by February 1, 2010 
 If you are not currently receiving ―The Lutheran‖ and 
would like to take advantage of the congregational 
subscription rate, please complete the form below and submit 
a check for $7.95 to St. John’s Lutheran Church with ―The 
Lutheran‖ written on the memo line. 

   St. John’s Membership Committee 

- -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 I currently receive ―The Lutheran‖ as an individual but 
would like to change and participate in St. John’s 
congregational subscription.   The name and address I 
currently use for delivery of this magazine is:   
  
 NAME: _________________________________ 
 
 ADDRESS: _______________________________ 
 

 I do not currently receive ―The Lutheran‖ but would 
like to participate in the congregational subscription.  
  
 NAME: _________________________________ 
 
 ADDRESS: _______________________________ 
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
              3512 Clinton Street 

          Buffalo, New York  14224 

 

Needs Your Help 

 The congregation of St. John’s was started in 1864 and 
has been an important part of the Gardenville community of 
West Seneca ever since.  Early 2009 it was discovered that the 
current church building that was built in 1913 was not 
structurally sound and should no longer be used for worship.  
The Parish (Fellowship) Hall is currently being used for 
services.  A decision was made in May 2009 by the 
congregation to build a new church.  This project is expected to 
exceed $1,000,000.  
 

 St. John’s web store is an affiliate of the well known 
Internet store Amazon.com.  If you have ever shopped at 
Amazon.com, you are already familiar with the wide range of 
products they offer.  For every dollar you spend at the store, 
St. Johnôs will receive a commission of 4-15%.  The 
percentage earned each month increases as the number of 
orders increases.  This money will totally be used to support 
the building of a new Church structure for St. John’s. 

 

How can you help? 

 ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ²Ŝō ǎǘƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ 
your regular day-to-day purchases, especially during the approaching 
Christmas Season.  Consider supporting this project by visiting the 
ǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ
     
   www.saintjohnsws.org 
        ǘƘŜƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ²Ŝō {ǘƻǊŜέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǳ   

Additional information is also available on the website. 
 

Thank you for your support!  
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St. John’s Web Store Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Q What is the purpose of the St. John’s Web Store? 
 
A The money earned will totally be used to support the building of 
 a new Church structure for St. John’s. 
 
Q You advertise your Store as an “affiliate” of Amazon.com.  
 Exactly what does that mean? 
 
A Our Web Store is actually a ―portal‖ to Amazon.com.  Once you 
 enter the Store, you are actually shopping on the Amazon.com 
 web site.  Through a special code which is automatically 
 inserted to identify any product you purchase from Amazon, St. 
 John’s receives a 4% to 15% commission.  
 
Q I am a “Prime” member of Amazon.com, and as such receive 
 free shipping for all of my orders.  Does the St. John’s Web 
 Store offer the same benefits? 
 
A Yes.  You will get free shipping on every order that you place 
 through our Store that is eligible for ―Prime‖ benefits. 
 
Q Does St. John’s receive any of my personal information as a 
 result of purchases I make through your Web Store, such as 
 credit card information? 
 
A No.  The only reports we receive from Amazon are summary 
 reports which display the products that were sold and the 
 commission we received on each sale.  There is no correlating 
 information we receive tying the product to the purchaser.  
 
Q If I place an order directly with Amazon.com, does St. John’s 
 still receive a commission? 
 
A No.  You MUST go through the St. John’s Web Store portal in 
 order for us to receive the appropriate commission for your 
 purchase. 
 
Q Do I have to be a member of St. John’s to use your Store and 
 help with your fund raising activities for your new Church? 
 
A Absolutely not!!  Any visitor to our Web Site may use our 
 Store.  We encourage everyone to do so as well as spread the 
 word to others. 
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Campbellôs Labels for 
Education 

 
Preschool is collecting 
Campbellôs Labels for 
Education to help fund their 
activities. A list of 
participating items is available 
in the parish hall foyer. The 
collection container is also 
located in the parish hall 
foyer. 

Adult Forum 

During the Sunday School hour, all are welcome 

to share a continuing Bible Study based on the 

Book of Faith initiative. 

To all members of St. John’s who 
receive ―The Lutheran‖ magazine: 
After reading your copy, please bring it 
to church and deposit it in the box on 
the ―Visitor's Table‖ for others to take 
home and read.  
Thank you, George Kessler 
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Hands and Hearts Knitting Ministry 

It is cold outside. This past week the snow has been falling 

fairly steady. Mostly those big fluffy flakes that bring to mind 

hours of playing outside all bundled against the weather, 

breathing deep the crisp air as finishing toucheS were put on 

snowmen. Mittens naturally felted from years of wear by older 

sisters or brothers  kept hands toasty. Scarves and hats made 

with love gave warmth and protection from the chill.  

 

I was lucky to be raised in a family of knitters never lacking for 

hand knits no matter what the season. Many children today are 

not so blessed. The children from the Seneca Babcock 

Afterschool Program are not always so blessed.             

During these cold months Hands and Hearts members have 

chosen them to receive some of our work. They are in need of 

scarves and as these are the most simple of projects anyone 

who would like to start the new year learning a new skill please 

feel free to join us in bring the joy of warmth to a child in need. 

 

We meet on the first and third Wednesday of the month and all 

are welcomed.  

 

Congratulations to Sue Koeppel on winning the Christmas 

Afghan. May it keep you warm for years to come. Thanks to 

everyone for your support in helping us raise $134.00 for the 

church building fund. 

 

Submitted by Linda Wetzler 
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Festivals and Commemorations 
 

February 
 
2 Presentation of our Lord 
3 Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark 

and Sweden, 865 
5 The Martyrs of Japan, 1597 
14 Cyril, monk, 869; Methodius, bishop, 885; 
missionaries to the Slavs 
18 Martin Luther, renewer of the church, 1546 
23 Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, martyr, 156 
25 Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, 1921 

Attention Married Couples:  Could your marriage use a ―tune up?‖  Now 
is the time to sign up for your Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend 
designed to revitalize and strengthen ALL MARRIAGES.  All costs for 2 
nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are covered by a 
$45.00 per couple registration fee plus a confidential contribution of 
whatever amount you choose that you are given the opportunity to make 
toward the end of the weekend.  Thanks to the great response from the 
State College area, the March 19-21 at the Toftrees Golf Resort and 
Conference Center in State College, is almost full.  Please email or call 
the Schambers at the information below to check availability before 
signing up for that weekend.  Other 2010 Western PA weekends are 
scheduled for: April 30-May 2 at The Riverside Inn in Cambridge 
Springs, PA, a splendid, historic Victorian Inn in Cambridge Springs (20 
miles south of Erie); and October 22-24 at the Radisson in Sharon, PA 
(an hour north of Pittsburgh.)  For further information or to register online, 
go to: www.GodLovesMarriage.org, or contact Fred & Julie Schamber, 
Western PA Directors, at email:  fjschamber@comcast.net or 724-325-
3166 with questions or to receive a brochure with registration form.  Sign 
up today to discover more about living the loving relationship our Lord 
intended. 

http://www.GodLovesMarriage.org
mailto:fjschamber@comcast.net
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LOST & FOUND 
 
Items can be found in the cupboard under the windows in 
the Narthex (Parish Hall entrance off the parking lot).  

Look for the salmon sign on the door. 

 

THESE WILL BE SENT TO 
GOODWILL: 

 
Wrist Watch - girl’s pink, Hanna Montana  
Umbrella - black collapsible  
Jacket - navy blue fleece hoody 
Tudor Court Jacket - burgundy fleece with snap 

opening 

 
NEW THIS MONTH: 

 
Black Quilted Jacket – boy’s size, left in the Acolyte’s 
robing room. 
Pierced Earrings – one silver, one gold each has a 
colored stone in it.  See Carolly Huth or call 826-0506 
Electronic Blue Tooth – phone accessory found in the 
Ed. Bldg. parking lot on 1/10.  It can be picked up in the 
church office. 
 
 
Any items left behind in our complex will be placed in the 
cupboard for a reasonable length of time.  Unclaimed 
items will be donated to charities or thrown out. 
 
Valuable items are NOT left in the cupboard.  Please call 

the church office unless otherwise directed. 
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Farm Fresh Eggs 
 
The Lang’s chickens are now laying free range, organic 
eggs in sizes from medium to jumbo. 
 
25¢ from each egg sale will go to the church. 
 
Please see Brad or Jeanne before or after church or call 
716-725-8199.  

There are Large 
Print Hymnals and 
Hearing Devices 
available at all 

worship services. 
Please ask an 

usher for 
assistance. 
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                            1st Year Confirmation 
 
Lately in Mrs. Mudd’s class we have been learning a lot about 
Christmas.  What is Christmas and why do we celebrate it?  
It’s not all about gifts and toys, it’s about the birth of Jesus. 
 
Jesus was born in a manger in Bethlehem – in a dirty, a 
smelly stable.  Once Herod, the King of Judea, found out that 
Jesus was born, he was terrified because he thought that 
Jesus was going to take over his kingdom.  Because word 
traveled slowly in those days and he was unsure of the exact 
date of Jesus’ birth, Herod ordered that all male babies born 
within two years of that time be killed.   
 
Jesus survived because an angel told Mary and Joseph to 
take Jesus to Egypt and stay there until the death of Herod.   
 
Isaiah 9 speaks of ―the Righteous Reign of the Coming King.‖  
―For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;  authority 
rests upon his shoulders and he is names Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless 
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will 
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness.‖   
 
King Herod did not understand that the Prophet Isaiah was 
speaking of Jesus’ heavenly kingdom. 
 
I studied the Gospel of Matthew for this article, and the 
Lutheran Study Bible says that, ―the Gospel of Matthew begins 
with this Emmanuel promise from Isaiah, ―God is with us.‖  It 
ends with Jesus’ promise to his disciples, ―I am with you 
always.‖ 
 
Jesus is the Son of God who has come into the world to reveal 
God and to identify himself as the one who brings eternal life 
to all believers.   
 
Travis Hicks  
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Men’s Adult Bible Study 
 

The Men’s Adult Bible Study Group will begin its Winter/
Spring season with a new format. Meetings will be held 
in the Fellowship Room on the 2nd Saturday of each 
month and be preceded by a breakfast cooked by our 
members on a rotating basis. Breakfast will begin at 9:00 
AM followed by the Bible Study at 9:30 AM to 
approximately 10:30 AM.  

We are looking for new members, regardless of your 

age. Please consider joining us for great Christian 

fellowship, a tasty breakfast, and inspiring Bible Study. If 

interested, contact Jon Grauer (895-5042) for further 

information. 

1st Year Confirmation 

 
Dear parents, 
 
 In my eighth grade confirmation class we are 
studying the story of Abraham and Sarah. In this story 
God promises Abraham and Sarah a baby. They didn’t 
believe God because they were too old to have a baby. 
Abraham and Sara thought that God meant that their 
servant would be the one to conceive the baby. We are 
also starting to study generations and we are continuing 
with our books of the bible.  
 
 Sincerely,  
 Samantha Godus 
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Food Barrel for WS Food Pantry 
 

The food pantry has moved to the parish house of St. 
David’s Episcopal Church near Southgate Plaza. 
 
Items needed for February are jelly and all types of 
pasta. 
 
The Food Bank of Western New York provides the 
WS Food Pantry with cereal, canned vegetables and 
canned fruit. Therefore,  donations of other items are 
greatly appreciated. 

Thank You to all the choir 
members, Cherub, Youth and 
Adult Choirs, along with our 
other volunteers, Sandy 
Haase, Jean Stankowski, Rick 
Blanch, Alex Blanch, 
Samantha Godus and 
Amanda Altman.   Thank you 
all for making our Christmas 
Services beautiful with your 
music.    Choir Director, 

Cynthia Godus   
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Self Employed Talents 
 
WOODARDS INSTANT TAX SERVICE – Personal and 

Small Business Tax Returns,  Quickbooks accounting, 
estimated tax payments, checkbook reconciliation, 
budgeting, and payroll services. 675-2829 
 
WOODARDS LANDSCAPING – Outdoor landscaping 
design, installation and maintenance, plus lawncare, tree 
and shrub removal and gardening. Deck and fence 
staining/painting services as well.  684-6242 

 
Ronald Braun—Chiropractor 
Lancaster      706-0600 
 
Babysitter 
Amanda Wolf, 15 years old 668-8531 
 
Cindy Godus—vocal work for weddings or other 
events 
677-6620 
 
Sandy Huenniger—sewing, housecleaning, laundry, 
personal care, grocery shopping and errands  668-5075 

 
 
Additions are always welcome. Please leave them in the 
Crossbeam mailbox or email to 
skoeppel@roadrunner.com. 
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Worship & Music 
 

SEMINARY SUNDAY:  1/16 & 17 – Steven Wilco 

preached at the all three services.  He is attending the 
Lutheran Seminary in Philadelphia and shared his 
experiences with the Adult Forum. 
 
PASTOR EMERITUS SUNDAY:  1/31 - Pastor 
Printzenhoff will be officiating while Pastor and Bonnie 
Klatt take a break in Savannah, GA.  We will have coffee 
hour between services and enjoy some fellowship with 
Pastor Printzenhoff. 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY:  2/17 – 11:00 a.m.  Communion 
worship service followed by a pot luck luncheon.  Please 
call the church office if you need a ride and bring a dish 
to pass if you are staying for lunch.  7:30 p.m.  
Traditional Communion worship service that includes the 
imposition of ashes for those who wish to receive them. 
 
LENTON JOURNEY:  Wednesday evenings during Lent 
at various churches in West Seneca.  We will not be a 
host this year. 
 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC UPDATE:  Bonnie will play the 
organ 1/10, 1/17 and 1/24 and accompanying the Choir 
at practice and for the anthems.  Nick Barnhard will play 
1/31 and the first Sunday of every month with the Band. 
 
The Personnel Committee interviewed two candidates for 
the position.  One declined as he felt the travel time was 
too far and the other was only available to play at the 
11:00 a.m. worship service.  The committee continues to 
search. 
 

Continued on page 21. 
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Worship & Music, continued 
 
 

BAND:  you missed a treat if you weren’t in church 1/3 at 
11:00 a.m.  Our Band jazzed up ―Go Tell It on the 
Mountain‖ for a Postlude and many of us stayed to hear it.  
Very nice…please let the band members know when you 
appreciate their efforts. 
 
CHOIR:  Now that we have 19 Choir members plus a 
Director and accompanist, we need more room so we 
have spread out a little.  Those who use the triple room on 
the main floor of the Ed. Bldg. will see that the files, a 
cabinet and book rack have been moved into the center 
section…something to think about when we design our 
new church building. 
 
CHRISTMAS TREE:   was donated by Art and Sandy 
Haase.  Thank you, it was beautiful and just the right size 
for our worship space. 
 
OUR NEXT MEETING IS:  FEBRUARY 3 AT 7:30 P.M.  
WE HOLD AN OPEN MEETING AND ALL ARE 
WELCOME. 
 
Carolly Huth 
Chairman 
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Ladies Aid  
 

The ladies will gather for their first meeting of 2010 on 
Thursday, February 4 in the Fellowship Room or Sandy's 
house at 7:30pm.  Watch for information on this as the 
date gets closer or call Connie at 674-2409.  The officers 
will provide the refreshments. 
 
 As always, we keep all of our shut ins and ill members in 
our thoughts and prayers with special thoughts this 
month of Sandy, Doris, Ruth, Jean and Jan.   
 
Submitted by Connie Arnold 

Family Promise Ministry 
 
The Family Promise Ministry Committee met December 
16, 2009. 
 
Those in attendance were: Bob Bueller, Janet Hender, 
Julie Kajawa, Nancy Wright, Rick Lipka, Sandy Gordon, 
Maureen Gensler. 
 
Discussions took place regarding the committees each 
member would be contacting and what would be 
discussed at these meetings. 
 
Also discussed was the Open House we are having at St. 
John’s on January 24, 2010. This will be by invitation; Bob 
Bueller will be the Presenter. We are having this open 
house to invite neighboring churches to partner with St. 
John’s to help us with volunteers and assistance where 
needed. 
 
The next meeting will be January 19, 2010. 
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- 9pm 

Please use this voucher when visiting 
Applebee’s on February 17, 2010  
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Women of the ELCA 
 

      February is a great month to think about and share 
our blessings.  We are so glad that we can do this at our 
next meeting on Tuesday, February 9 when we work on 
the Caring and Sharing Project presented by Sandy 
Marzahn that will go to the Veterans Hospital.  All ladies 
are welcome to come and help us work on it as well as 
enjoy the devotions and the refreshments by Barbara and 
Sylvia. 
     February is also a good month to remember to do our 
best to conserve energy as we try to stay warm by turning 
the thermostat down when we can, turning off unused 
lights and replacing them with energy saving ones, 
unplugging those energy users we forget about like cell 
phone rechargers, coffee makers, gaming systems etc, 
when not in use. Also, remember your recycling grocery 
bags when you shop anywhere. It all adds up to help keep 
the wonderful gift of our earth healthy and viable for 
generations to come. 
     February is also a wonderful month to remember what 
Jesus said to the Jewish expert in the law when he asked 
him what the greatest commandment is. We know that he 
said "Love the Lord your God".  He then offered the 
second greatest commandment "Love your neighbor as 
yourself."  So when we see all of those valentine 
decorations that are about in February, we can reflect on 
our blessings, our caring and sharing, conserving for 
the love of our earth, the gift of Jesus and the 
commandments.  I told you it is a great month! 

 

 
 Submitted by Connie Arnold 
 
 



February 2010 Crossbeam                           Page  25 

GROUP FELLOWSHIP VALENTINE DINNER 
  
Saint John's Group Fellowship invites the members and 
friends of the congregation to join us for a Valentines Day 
Dinner Sunday, February 14th at 1:30 p.m. at the 
ITALIAN VILLAGE RESTAURANT- Wehrle Drive near 
Union Road.   
 
MEAL SELECTIONS  and PRICES are:  
  
Chicken ala king                                $15.20 
Fillet of Sirloin                                    $19.00 
Veal Marsala                                      $16.50 
Vegetarian Selection                          $15.20 
(consult Jean)     
Prices include tax and tip. 
 
Reservations with payment are due no later than 
February 7. 
If paying by check make it payable to Jean Stankowski. 
Cards and envelopes for selection and payment will be 
available on our poster near the entrance. Either Jean 
Stankowski or Janet Hender will accept the envelopes. 
For more information call Jean Stankowski -668-2307. 
  
On Saturday evening, March 13 there will be a potluck 
supper followed by a meeting to plan activities for the next 
six months. Come and bring your exciting ideas for the 
group ! 
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Sunday Church School 

 
The Teacher/Staff meeting for February will be held on 
Sunday, February 7 at 9:00 a.m.  Ash Wednesday is February 
17 therefore plans will be discussed for the Lenten season.   
 
A  Lenten Intergenerational Event will be held on February 14 
at 9:45 a.m.  The congregation is invited so plan to be there.  
This event is held during the Sunday School hour.  
 
Sunday School offering envelopes for 2010  have been 
distributed.  Please destroy any 2009 envelopes.  See the 
teacher if your child has not received them. You can request a 
receipt of 2009 offerings for tax purposes.   See Sandy or 
Danese in the Sunday School office. 
 
The Sunday School’s ―Pennies from Heaven‖ jug is in the 
corridor near the Sunday School office.  Remember  these 
pennies will be used for the construction of our  new church 
building.  The kids are urged to bring in their pennies and drop 
them in the jug each week.  Your support is appreciated.   
 
On December 13, the Sunday School classes made Christmas 
greeting cards.  The project was led by Lori Olivieri and funded 
by Thrivent.  The cards were distributed through ―Meals on 
Wheels‖ and to the residents at Eden Heights Nursing Home.  
The kids did a terrific job and the cards were appreciated by 
the recipients. 
.  
Attendance for the first fifteen weeks of Sunday School classes 
averaged 51  children per Sunday.  Those attending averaged 
66.3% of our enrollment.  
 
 
Submitted by Danese Dick 
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Council Jots:  
 
At our January meeting, all committee reports were 
reviewed and approved. A proposal from Pastor was 
presented to add Digital Projection to our services 
starting the weekend on February 13-14. After much 
discussion, the proposal was approved by council. 
Contracts for Band leader, Choir Director, and 
"permanent" supply organist & keyboardist were brought 
before council from the personnel committee. A motion 
was presented to accept all as written. It was discussed 
and then the motion did not carry. More discussion took 
place, and the contracts were each then 
presented separately and the contracts for the supply 
organist/pianist were approved and the new Choir 
director and the Band leader contracts were not 
approved. The contracts are to be taken back to the 
personnel committee for further discussion. A discussion 
on a new peanut policy for the church was tabled until 
our February meeting. 
 
Tim Then 
Council President 
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Esther Altar Guild 
 
Our best wishes to everyone for a happy, healthy and 
prosperous 2010. 
 
There is nothing new to report at this time. However, we 
extend a big thank you to all who purchased poinsettias.  
 
Our next meeting will be on February 28th at 
approximately 9:45 am. We are always in need of new 
members. Please join us. Hostesses for the meeting are 
Sharon Tyler and Danese Dick. 
 
Taking care of the altar duties in February are Arlene 
Semlitsch and Sharon Tyler. 
 
Submitted by Nancy Weber 

News From the Pews 
 

In The Hospital 
Carol Hill 
 
Funeral 
12/19/09—Carol Hill 
 
Baptisms 
11/29/09—Emelia Kate Surdej, daughter of Shane and 
Christina Surdej 
1/10/10—Jayden Paul Cronenberger, son of Jason and 
Jennifer Cronenberger 
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Thanksgiving in Tanzania 
 

Dear Friends, 
The last 4 years here, Thanksgiving has always been easy to remember – it 
is the day on which Nathan returns from his Kenya school for the Christmas 
holidays. Receiving him on this side of a long bus ride is such a treat, and 
such a cause for us to give thanks. This year, we joined the extended family 
of Dave and Eunie Simonson, retired missionaries and dear friends, for a 
sumptuous turkey dinner. Dave recently celebrated his 80th birthday. 
 
November has been the best ―short rains‖ we've seen, now in our 6th year 
here. That means a decent chance for a harvest in 2 months, the likelihood 
for livestock to have renewed grazing very shortly, and perhaps most 
significantly, the restoration of hope. It has been well over a year since there 
was any kind of good harvest in northern Tanzania. So while we cannot give 
thanks for harvest (yet), we surely can for that hope. 
 
Our 13 hospitals with teams and services funded through the U.S. 
Government met during Thanksgiving week. As we also invited the local 
church leaders from each site, there were over 50 people from all over the 
country. While celebrating achievements, including being ―granted‖ another 
year to operate by the U.S. Gov., we also gave thanks for the recognition of 
key team and church issues at certain places. Our first work trip in the New 
Year will be to our ―Deep South‖, where a solid week of interaction, 
negotiation, and reconciliation work is sorely needed. We are grateful to know 
of the need. 
 
From the 15th to the 17th this month we hold a training here in Arusha for the 
4 hospitals mentioned in our last letter, places which have ―missed out‖ on 
our major work and funding up to now. That all leaderships have committed 
teams to come, and that we are ready for them, is definitely a thanksgiving. 
Some of you have contributed funds for this training, including the visits 
earlier this year which have made it all possible. Thanks! 
 
While the hardest aspect of living here involves distance from immediate 
family, we can only give thanks for this month of December. Not only is 
Nathan home, but Kirsten (and Friend Ray) are visiting from Alaska. Just 
before Christmas we travel to Slovakia to be with Heidi, where we will also 
meet up with Jenny (and Friends Paul and Jason!). 
 
Thanksgiving indeed. Though always we remember those whose 
thanksgivings are more difficult, who can only be grateful for hope, or who 
might still be struggling in darkness. Which is our Advent, knowing that hope 
is born out of darkness, that promises have been and will be fulfilled, in our 
faith that Jesus was, is, and is to come. 
 
Kristopher and Rebecca 
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Lutheran Roots in America 

The historical origins of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America 

From the ELCA website 

The ô60s and ô70s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1960 the American Lutheran Church (German), United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (Danish) and the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (Norwegian) merged to 
form The American Lutheran Church (ALC). The 
Lutheran Free Church (Norwegian), which had dropped 
out of merger negotiations, came into the ALC in 1963.  
In 1962 the ULCA (German, Slovak and Icelandic) joined 
with the Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(Swedish), Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church and 
American Evangelical Lutheran Church (Danish) to form 
the Lutheran Church in America (LCA).  
Meanwhile, the Lutheran World Federation’s (LWF) 1957 
resolve to study contemporary Roman Catholicism with 
the possibility of entering ―interconfessional 
conversations,‖ and the reforms proposed by the Second 
Vatican Council, led to a series of theological dialogues. 
Lutherans also accepted the invitation of Reformed 
churches (Presbyterian) in America to begin discussions 
of possible pulpit and altar fellowship. The Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS), not a member church of 
the NLC or the LWF, participated in these ecumenical 
dialogues at the national level, and joined the NLC 
churches in 1967 to form the Lutheran Council in the 
U.S.A. (LCUSA).  

Procession for The ALC 
Constituting Convention in 1960 
from Central Lutheran to the 
Minneapolis Municipal 
Auditorium. 
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Building Update Jan 2010 
 

The last of the new boiler installation is complete. We are currently heating the entire 
complex with the small boiler. Both boilers are tied together but the need has not been 

met to engage the 2nd boiler. I will be filling a rebate request with National fuel. We are 
eligible for a $5000.00 rebate. 
Ten Design/Build construction companies have been sent request for qualifications or 

RFQ’s. This is the first stage in choosing a Design team to build our new Sanctuary. 
Three companies will be chosen out of the ten to submit a request for proposal. 
During that phase, the design companies will submit their ideas and a preliminary cost 

analysis for the project. 
The timeline below is a preliminary indication of the milestones we can expect as the 
project progresses.  

__ Owner receives Request For Qualifications: Jan. 22, 2010 (updated from the 15th 
per contractor request) 

__ Owner issues Request For Proposals (to short-listed firms) January 29, 2010 

__ Owner receives Request For Proposals: February 26, 2010 

__ Owner interviews Respondents (if needed) March 15, 2010 

__ Capitol Funds Campaign kickoff March 2010 

__ Owner executes Agreement: March 19, 2010 

__ Design Development Dwgs.-50% 

__ Design Development Dwgs.-100% 

__ First Guarantied Maximum Price Estimate: June 07, 2010 

__ Construction Drawings 50% 

__ Guarantied Maximum Price Established July 05, 2010 

__ Construction Drawings Final: August 09, 2010 

__ Owner’s Approval: August 13, 2010 

__ Start Demolition: September 01, 2010 

__ Start Construction: April 04, 2011 

__ Complete Construction: November 18, 2011 

 

Please stop by and view the very preliminary drawings hanging in the education 

building corridor. These drawings are preliminary ideas on paper and are just 

drawings to start the dialogue. Meetings will be held, every other week, starting 

January 13th at 7pm to start the discussion of what the congregation would like to see 

in our new building prior to getting an Architect onboard. 

Submitted by Rick Lipka 
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